
Volunteer in Italy at ORIZZONTI 

Project dates: February – July 2020 

 
Description of the organization 

Orizzonti Cooperativa Sociale was founded in 2003 by a group of Cultural Mediators, Italian Language 

teachers and Psychologists, committed for several years to the area of intercultural connections, working for 

a plan of human promotion and social integration focused on individuals, greatly respecting interchange 

between cultures. Orizzonti Cooperativa aims to pursue the general interest of the community by handling 

educational, social and cultural services answering the needs for insertion and integration of Italian and 

foreign adults, families, children, and also 

Description of the tasks 

Regarding the hosting of volunteers, their presence in the Orizzonti services represents a great opportunity 

to offer a “warm-hearted welcoming” needed by asylum seekers to be confident and thus, being an active 

and responsible part in their insertion process. Their presence will allow to sustain the immigrants to know 

and learn how to move through the city community, acquire useful skills to be truly autonomous (understand 

how to ask for official documents), establishing informal relationships through socialization activities, 

contributing to the realization of territorial initiatives. For volunteers, this experience allows to compete with 

integration processes that must be organized within the available resources on the territory, promoting their 

knowledge, attendance, and utilization. Volunteers, in consideration of their background and learning 

objectives will be included in different activities of Orizzonti Cooperativa like: 

- in the Hospitality of asylum seekers Area, volunteers are likely to work in the management of a flat, taking 

care of different aspects: from daily needs to legal practices necessary to ask for international protection. 



- Integration paths to asylum seekers: accompanying them to the main service centers to renew documents, 

medical visits, guidance activities on the territory; training activities aimed at working in the labor-market 

(handicraft workshops, association visits, CV writing and job research), at civic education, food education, 

and health education. 

- Organization of workshops to be 

included in the various contexts of 

intervention or to be implemented 

ad hoc on the basis of volunteers’ 

skills. 

- Communication activities: 

support for community 

management on social medias, 

designing presentations and 

reports with regard to ongoing 

services.es. 

 

Accommodation, food and transport arrangements 

The volunteer will live in a shared flat in Padova with other international volunteers or local/Italian people, 

will live in a single or double room upon availability and have the use of a kitchen, bathroom and of the 

common spaces of the house (wi-fi is not always guaranteed). He/She will monthly receive some money to 

buy food and the pocket money. He/She will have a bus card to move around in the city.  

 

Training during the project 

A part from the OLS provided by the program, we will offer internal Italian course and help the volunteer to 

find an integrative Italian language course in Padova, if needed. The volunteer will receive specific training 

about the topic of integration of refugees and related topics (educative relationship and educative projects, 

team working, mediation of conflicts, participative tools). 

 



Volunteer profile 

Volunteers with different backgrounds such as age, gender, previous experience, study path, and so on will 

be welcome. And there will be no discrimination against gender, religion, political or sexual orientation. 

However, the knowledge of Italian language will be appreciated.  

The choice of volunteers will be made on the basis of their motivation, interest in the scope of intervention 

of the host organization and the willingness to play an active role in their project. In this way it is granted 

that there will be a positive result both for the volunteer, and for the beneficiaries of the project, as well as 

for the host organization. 

 

The city of Padova 

Situated in the heart of north-eastern Italy, and less than 40 km from Venice, Padova is one of the most 

beautiful cities in Italy, with over 3,000 years of history. This rich cultural heritage, appreciated every year by 

thousands of tourists, includes the Scrovegni Chapel - with its frescoes painted by Giotto, Prato della Valle - 

one of the biggest squares in Europe, the thirteenth century Palazzo della Ragione - the world’s largest hall 

without supporting columns, the world’s oldest university Botanical Garden - a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 

and a historical city centre, with picturesque squares, palaces and museums. Padova offers an extended 

cycling path network and multiple 

bike sharing options. The University 

is one of the oldest in Italy and in 

the world and many Italian and 

foreign students join it every year 

making Padua a lively and dynamic 

city offering numerous events in 

the fields of art, music, theatre, 

cinema and sport throughout the 

year. Padova will also be the 

European Capital of Volunteering 

2020. 

 

How to apply: Send your CV and motivation letter in English at esc@xena.it specifying in the object 

“Application for Orizzonti” 

 

Host organization website: http://www.orizzonticoop.it/ 
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